The following are generally accepted rules of etiquette that are observed by most chess players:

• It is considered rude and inappropriate for a player to eat or have a meal at the playing table.

• Basic refreshment such as water is OK.

• When you chew gum, chew quietly. Don't annoy your opponent by chewing loudly or blow bubbles.

• Smoking at the playing table is not allowed.

• Refrain from singing while playing. You may think you're Josh Groban, but do not perform while playing chess.

• There should be no communication with your opponent until after the game, except to resign, offer a draw, or announce J'adoube (means adjusting your pieces).

• Don't make a draw offer to your opponent after every move once it is refused or rejected.

• Don't listen to an MP3 player during the game.

Although the following are not rules, it is recommended to do the following:
• Try to show up to your game in a timely manner. It is considered rude to be tardy.

• Don't adjust the chess pieces with each move. It is quite annoying for your opponent.

• It may sound too basic to even mention, but don't cough or sneeze at your opponent.

• Shake hands before and after the game. It is customary.

• Have you ever seen the sign: "No shirt, no shoes, no service"? The same rule holds true in chess. Proper attire should be worn while playing.

• Don't whistle while you are playing. It is annoying and distracting to your opponent.

• No trash talking before, during, or after the game. Be courteous.

• Don't do anything to annoy your opponent or other players who may be sitting next to you.

